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SUBJECT: CUSTODY OF CAMBODIAN EMBASSY PROPERTY 

REF: SAN JOSE 25 15 

1. AS EMBASSY CORRECTLY ASSUMED, DEPARTMENT PREFERS NOT 
RPT NOT TO BE FACED WITH ANY PROTECTING POWER REQUESTS. 

THE TYPE OF ASSISTANCE REQUESTED COULD CREATE INCIDENTS 
WITH SUCCESSOR REGIMES IN POWER. 

2. YOU SHOULD THEREFORE INFORM YOUR KHMER COLLEAGUE THAT 
YOU CANNOT TAKE CUSTODY OF CAMBODIAN PROPERTY IN SAN 
JOSE. YOU MAY WISH TO POINT OUT TO HIM AND/OR TO FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIALS THAT USG IN FACE OF ABSENCE OF A THIRD 
COUNTRY TO SERVE AS A PROTECTING POWER HAS ACCEPTED CUS- 
TODY OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AND IS IN 
PROCESS OF DOING SAME WITH REGARD TO CAMBODIAN EMBASSY 
HERE. KISSINGER 
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